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What are they thinking?



Heathrow Airport is the busiest airport in the UK. It is 
normally used by more than 70 million passengers a 

year – more than the entire population of the UK!



Heathrow airport has two runways. The company that 
owns it wants to build a third one. It was approved by 

the government in 2009 for economic reasons.

What problems might a third runway cause?



Do you think these people are for or against a new 
runway? Why?



Look at the web page

1. Are they for or against a 
third runway? Why?

2. How are they protesting?

3. Will the protest make a 
difference? Why? / Why 
not?

4. Is Rebecca right to take her 
children along? Why? / 
Why not?

Vigil against Heathrow expansion (Greenpeace)

https://media.greenpeace.org/archive/Vigil-against-Heathrow-expansion-27MZIFIWMTWK.html


We have learned about the tools of change. 
How can we use the tools to campaign for or against

a new runway at Heathrow?



You are…

1. Residents of Sipson (a village that will 
be destroyed if the third runway is 
built)

2. Workers at Heathrow airport

3. Businesspeople who often fly to other 
countries for meetings

4. Ordinary people worried about climate 
change

5. An MP for the area around Heathrow

6. Greenpeace, an environmental 
pressure group

7. Bosses at BAA, the company that owns 
Heathrow Airport

Are you for or against a third 
runway at Heathrow?

How are you going to get what 
you want? Use the sheet to start 
helping you plan – be creative!



Write to your MP today 

– there’s no time to 

delay! Put pressure on 

your MP to support the 

expansion.

What are these posters encouraging you to do?

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://hacan.org.uk/&ei=rfdxVOH9NIjHsQSWkICAAg&bvm=bv.80185997,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNFpL8y4Qgo1jwIIrTYyV-tM6alhUw&ust=1416841473033211


Now, make your own poster to show one of your ideas. 

Your poster should:
• clearly say what you want 

people to do
• have a memorable slogan
• use creative images or 

design

Push yourself…
Write a speech explaining why 
your idea is a good way to 
make change. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.cyberkoms.com/services-view/creative-ux/&ei=yfxxVMPZI9TesASWpYGIBQ&bvm=bv.80185997,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNERSAbakwA9bLhAEQcDJ0NQfyeymQ&ust=1416842806783647


For example:
Your idea to 
write a song 
about the 
runway sounds 
really fun…

…but it 
might be 
difficult for 
people who 
aren’t good 
at music to 
get involved

On your post-it note, write:

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://genius.com/1419702/Jxxiii-virtues-and-vices-outro/Like-a-post-it-note&ei=dv5xVIKIHdLesASoroLoBw&bvm=bv.80185997,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHTO3c4-ggSyJzqhIQ3ub2EyWj3gw&ust=1416843248983266


1. Read the six case studies and match each one to a picture.

2. Read source 1. What information would they need to include on their leaflet?

3. Read source 3. Why do you think this MP is against the runway?

4. Read source 5. Were the protesters right to do what they did? Give reasons. 

5. Read source 6. What is a petition? Do you think the Prime Minister will listen?

6. Which is the best way of making change? Give reasons for your answer.

People who are against 
Heathrow’s third runway have 
done lots of different things to try 
to stop it. There are six examples 
on the sheet.



What’s the latest…?

More than ten years after the first proposal for a 
third runway at Heathrow, the final decision still 
has not been made!

Follow the link to find out more.

Does Britain still need a third runway at 
Heathrow?

Evening Standard, November 2020

What can we learn from all of this?

https://www.standard.co.uk/business/does-britain-still-need-a-third-runway-at-heathrow-b52562.html


The big vote!

I vote against a third runway at Heathrow

I abstain

I vote for a third runway at Heathrow



Questions

1. Does everybody who wants the runway have the same 
reasons? What about the people who are against it?

2. Why is it important to find evidence to support your view?

3. Is it easy to make change? Why? / Why not?



What do you want to change?

Think about something that you would like to 
improve about your school.

Split into two groups: For and Against

Split into smaller groups, each representing a 
group that has an interest.

Find evidence and research your point of view. 
What tools of change could you use?


