
Terrorism
What? When? Where?



It is difficult to define terrorism. 

The same person could be called a terrorist or a freedom fighter, 
depending which side you’re on!

Look at these definitions of terrorism.  What similarities and 
differences do they have?



What similarities and differences do these definitions have?

The League of Nations (1937)

All criminal acts directed against a State and intended or calculated to create a state of terror in the minds of particular 
persons or a group of persons or the general public.

The British Government (1974)

The use of violence for political ends, including any use of violence for the purpose of putting the public, or any section 
of the public, in fear.

The United Nations (1992)

An anxiety-inspiring method of repeated violent action, employed by (semi-) secretive individuals, groups or states, for 
individual, criminal or political reasons, whereby - in contrast to assassination - the direct targets of violence are not the 
main targets.

Jason Burke, British journalist (2007)

There are multiple ways of defining terrorism, and all are subjective. Most define terrorism as "the use or threat of 
serious violence" to advance some kind of "cause". Some state clearly the kinds of group ("sub-national", "non-state") or 
cause (political, ideological, religious) to which they refer. Others merely rely on the instinct of most people when 
confronted with innocent civilians being killed or maimed by [people] armed with explosives, firearms or other 
weapons. None is satisfactory, and grave problems with the use of the term persist. Terrorism is, after all, a tactic.



There are lots of ways of defining people and groups who are involved in 
these activities.  Here are just some of them.

What connections do they have with terrorism?

Activist Advocate Agitator Combatant

Demonstrator Extremist Fanatic Freedom fighter

Guerrilla Insurgent Militant Opponent

Pressure group Protestor Radical Revolutionary 



There have been many individuals and organisations that have tried to 
influence events using violence throughout history, all over the world.

Here are some examples:

• The Irish Republican Army

• The Suffragettes

• The African National Congress

• Anders Behring Breivik

• Al-Qaeda



For each example:

• Who were they?

• Where were they active?

• When were they active?

• What were they trying to do?

• Key incidents – list them.

• Definitions?  Look at the list to help you.



The Irish Republican Army, Ireland



The term “IRA” is a general name that has included 
different groups of Irish Catholics* fighting for freedom 
from Protestant* British rule.

In 1920 British Prime Minister David Lloyd George tried to settle many 
decades of dispute over the government of Ireland by dividing the 
island into two parts: The Republic of Ireland, and Northern Ireland. 
This caused conflict between Unionist Northern Ireland – Protestant 
Christians who wanted to remain united with Great Britain – and the 
Nationalist Catholic Christians who wanted all of Ireland to be a 
separate republic. “The Troubles” in Northern Ireland lasted from 
around 1969 until the Good Friday Agreement of 1998, which set up a 
power-sharing government there.

*Catholics and Protestants are different kinds of Christians.



The Government of Ireland Act of 1920 divided off six of Ireland’s north-eastern counties to 
create Northern Ireland. It was separate from the rest of Ireland and had its own 
parliament, but Northern Ireland remained part of the United Kingdom.

One third of the population of Northern Ireland was Catholic. They did not want to be part 
of the UK. Their complaints included corruption in elections and worse access to education, 
jobs and housing than Protestants. The Unionist government, representing the Protestant 
majority and backed by British military, was determined to keep control. By 1969, many 
Catholics were fed up with the situation and were organising demonstrations, which 
started to become violent. Many demonstrators were being imprisoned without trial. The 
military branch of the IRA felt provoked into action after the Bloody Sunday massacre in 
1972 in which 13 protestors were killed by the British Army, followed by a cover-up of the 
facts. Throughout the 1970’s, 1980’s and into the 1990’s many people were killed on both 
sides, mainly in Northern Ireland and England.  IRA Bombs were usually aimed at people 
involved in the conflict, especially politicians.  They would give warning calls to the police 
shortly before the bomb went off but those who were killed and injured included Irish and 
British citizens including children, IRA members and British soldiers.

Since the Good Friday agreement the complaints of Catholics living in Northern Ireland 
have been addressed although occasionally there is an outburst of violence when old 
resentments come to the surface.



The IRA

• Who were they?

• Where were they active?

• When were they active?

• What were they trying to do?

• Key incidents

• Definitions?



The Suffragettes, Great Britain



Suffrage is defined as the right to vote, especially 
in an election to decide which political party will 
run the country.
Until 1918 only men over the age of 21 who owned property had 
suffrage in Great Britain.  Women did not have the right to vote at all.  
For over 50 years many women, as well as some male supporters, 
struggled to change the voting system to give women equal suffrage to 
men.  Their attempts to change the law were always pushed to the side 
and they were getting more and more frustrated.

In 1903 Emmeline Pankhurst, from Manchester, founded the Women’s 
Social and Political Union.  At first they tried to get the law changed by 
putting pressure on the government.  When that didn’t work they 
started protesting, doing things like chaining themselves to the railings 
of Buckingham Palace, and meeting in large numbers in London for 
demonstrations.



Public opinion was against these women.  The term “Suffragette” was 
invented by one of the newspapers as an insult, but they grabbed onto it.  In 
1910 a peaceful Suffragette demonstration turned violent when the police 
became physically and verbally abusive.  It was a turning point for the 
women, who decided that more radical action would get the attention 
needed for their cause.
Women took illegal actions, like setting fire to property, damaging works of 
art in galleries, and best-known is the story of Emily Davison, who died after 
throwing herself in front of King George’s horse at the races in 1913.  In 
prison, the Suffragettes went on hunger strike, refusing to eat, to continue 
their protest.  The hunger strikers were force-fed with tubes, giving them 
even more to criticise.
In 1914 the First World War broke out, and until it ended in 1918 women 
played a huge part in helping with “the war effort”.  In 1918 the law was 
changed in the Representation of the People Act, when women over 30 who 
owned property were given the right to vote.  It was seen as a great victory, 
although that was still unequal with the rights of men.  But in 1928 the law 
was changed again so that everyone over the age of 21 could vote, and men 
and women finally had equal voting rights in Great Britain.



The Suffragettes

• Who were they?

• Where were they active?

• When were they active?

• What were they trying to do?

• Key incidents

• Definitions?



The African National Congress, South Africa



Apartheid is the name given to the system of 
discrimination against non-whites in South Africa.

It started when the Dutch colonised parts of South Africa in the 1600’s and the 
British settled there in the 1800’s. The local populations welcomed the Europeans 
at first, seeing benefits in trading with them.  With the use of slavery, and later, 
laws that enforced the master-slave relationship, the white minority gained power 
over the people of South Africa. Non-whites had restrictions placed on them, like 
not being allowed to own land, vote or travel without a pass.

The ANC was founded in 1912.  Its members tried to use non-violent protests to 
end the inequalities in South Africa.

In 1948, the minority white National Party won the election to rule South Africa.  
They gradually introduced more and more laws imposing Apartheid, forcing non-
whites to live in certain areas, and taking away more of their rights.



The National Party became more and more brutal.  In 1960, during a peaceful protest in a 
town called Sharpeville, 69 protestors were shot dead by government forces and many 
more were injured.  The “Sharpeville Massacre” became a turning point in the struggle 
against Apartheid.  After a lot of debate, recognising that non-violence was not achieving 
equality, the ANC decided to set up a militant wing called “Spear of the Nation”, Umkhonto 
weSizwe, or MK.  They used “controlled violence”, using explosives to sabotage 
government offices, the electricity network and other strategic targets, usually at night to 
avoid injuring people, as a warning that they had the power to disrupt.  However, civilians 
were killed on both sides during the struggle.

Nelson Mandela was one of the leaders of the ANC.  The government imprisoned him and 
other ANC members for sabotage in 1963, and later gave him a life sentence for the crime 
of conspiracy.  He became a figurehead of the anti-Apartheid movement and his 
imprisonment became a matter of international concern, with other countries putting 
pressure on the South African government to release him and end Apartheid.

In 1990 the National Party released Mandela from prison.  In 1994 they held South Africa’s 
first democratic election, when Mandela was elected President as head of the ANC.  Since 
then they have been in power, trying to correct the inequalities they inherited.



The ANC

• Who were they?

• Where were they active?

• When were they active?

• What were they trying to do?

• Key incidents

• Definitions?



Anders Behring Breivik, Norway



Anders Breivik was born in Norway in 1979.

He had quite an unhappy childhood. His parents divorced when he was 
one.  Both remarried and he lost contact with his father after he was 
16.  He was a rebellious teenager and Norwegian child services fined 
him twice for doing graffiti.  As a young man he worked in a customer 
service department, and said he started his own computer 
programming company.

Breivik says that he started planning an attack in 2002 when he was 23. 
He wanted to draw attention to his cause, which was to save Norway 
and Western Europe from a Muslim takeover, and from women, who 
he thought were ruining European culture.



In 2011 Breivik carried out his plan.  He detonated a bomb outside the 
Prime Minister’s office in Norway’s capital, Oslo, killing eight people.  In 
the chaos after the explosion, he travelled 19 miles to the island of 
Utoya where a Worker’s Youth League residential camp was taking 
place, and shot into the groups of young people for over an hour 
before he was arrested.  He killed another 69 people there.

Breivik claims to have been part of a secret group of nine European 
men who all shared the same views.  He lists many influences, and 
admits to admiring tactics used by Al-Qaeda, even though it is a Muslim 
organisation.

In 2012 Breivik was found to be sane (therefore responsible for his 
actions) and guilty of mass murder, causing a fatal explosion and 
terrorism.  He was given the maximum sentence possible.



Anders Behring Breivik

• Who is he?

• Where was he active?

• When was he active?

• What was he trying to do?

• Key incidents

• Definitions?



Al-Qaeda, Afghanistan / Global



Al-Qaeda is an organisation that gets support from people who see 
United States military action in Afghanistan and Iraq as a war 
against the religion of Islam itself.

They have a very strict interpretation of Islamic Sharia law.

In the 1980’s Afghan volunteers were joining the Mujahideen, or “Holy 
Warriors”, who were fighting the Russian forces that had occupied their 
country since 1979.  The Mujahideen were backed by the United 
States.  Many Muslim citizens were killed during the conflict.

Osama Bin Laden set up an organisation to help the volunteers, which 
became known as Al-Qaeda, or "The Base".  Their aims included 
pushing the Americans out of Afghanistan and the Middle East, 
expelling foreigners from Muslim majority countries, reclaiming 
resources like oil, and enforcing strict Sharia law.



In 1998 Bin Laden called for attacks on US soldiers and civilians.  Bombs 
soon destroyed two US embassies in Africa.

Al-Qaeda has claimed responsibility for a long series of attacks globally, 
taking thousands of lives and affecting many more.  They include the 
9/11 attacks in the US in 2001, and the 2005 London bombings.

Al-Qaeda attacks are intended to cause maximum random fatalities and 
injuries, destruction of property and infrastructure and disruption of 
social and economic life.

Miriam’s Vision: A Response to the 2005 London Bombings is based on 
the story of Miriam Hyman.  She was one of the 52 people killed in the 
2005 London bombings.



Al-Qaeda

• Who are they?

• Where are they active?

• When were they active?

• What are they trying to do?

• Key incidents

• Definitions?



On the map locate where each is, or was, active



Create a timeline and locate when each was 
active.

__________________________________________________________



You have looked at examples of “terrorists”.

What are the similarities?

What are the differences?



Discuss this question, and have a vote at the end 
of the discussion.

Can violence be justified 
to achieve change?




