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It is 7t August 2005, one month after the
London bombings...

You are:

1. A police officer 0 i

2. A Londoner of Asian appearance

3. The Mayor of London

4. A family member of somebody killed on 7/7
5. A commuter who uses public transport to get to work every day

How do you feel? What are your hopes and fears for the future?
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They are my rights!
Have you heard the word, “rights”? In groups, come up
with your own definition. The words below might help you.
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Rights are basic freedoms that we all
have.

In the UK, our rights are written down
in the Human Rights Act.

Everybody must respect this law.




Read the Human Rights Act

1. In yellow, highlight all the rights that are about
crime and punishment.

2. In green, highlight all the rights that are about
politics and making change.

3. Which rights were not respected on 7/77

=<4 Question: Can you think of
*%s)" anysituations when our
|\ rights should be limited?




Your rights cannot be taken away.

But sometimes your rights may be limited to protect the
rights of others.

There are four rights that can never be limited (called
“absolute rights”). Which ones? Why?




Answer: Articles 2, 3, 4 and 7 are absolute rights. All the
rest may be limited in some circumstances.
What do you think about that?

If there is a disagreement about human rights, judges
must decide what happens.




Today...

YOU BE THE
JUDGE!



No, not that kind of judge...




This kind of judge!




You will examine seven cases about
human rights.

For each case, think about:
1. Which rights are affected?
2. What should happen?



Case 1

Andy is a student. One day he is
watching a football match at
home. He posts a racist
comment on Twitter about one
of the players.

Should anything happen to
Andy?




Alice is a prisoner. She is serving
three years in prison for burglary.

There is an election this year, and
Alice wants to vote. But prisoners

are not allowed to vote.

Should Alice be allowed to vote?




Case 3

Michael runs a hotel. He is a
Christian and believes that
homosexuality is wrong.

One day, Steve and Vikram come to
his hotel. They are a gay couple.
Michael says that they cannot share
a room and does not let them stay
in his hotel. Steve and Vikram say
that this is not fair.

Should Michael be forced to let
Steve and Vikram stay at his hotel?
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Case 4

lan hates the government. He
has been writing lots of angry
things on the internet.

The police have been watching
lan for a year. They think he is
going to plant a bomb to kill lots
of people. But they don’t have
strong enough evidence to put
him on trial.

Should they be allowed to put
lan in prison?




Case 5

RAF Fairford is an Royal Air Force base.
When there is a war, planes take off from
here and go to drop bombs on other
countries.

One day, a group of people are travelling
towards the base to protest against a war.
On the way their coach is stopped by
police. They are prevented from reaching
the base and forced to turn round.

The police say that some of the people
were planning to break into the base.

Should the people be allowed to protest
at the air base?




Case 6

David is a secret agent. He has
captured a man who was trying to
start a terrorist attack.

David thinks the man has
important information about other
terrorists, but the man is refusing
to speak. David wants to use some
mild torture to force him to speak.

Should David be allowed to use
torture?




Case /

Ellen is a journalist. She has gone to a
protest to film what is happening.

Police stop her and search her bags and
clothing. They say that London is at risk
from terrorists so they can stop and search
anyone they want at any time.

It is not only people like Ellen who get
searched. In fact, the police are five times
more likely to search black and Asian
people than white people.

Should the police be allowed to stop and
search anyone, any time they want?



“There are no rights
without responsibilities.”

What do you think this means?
Do you agree?

ANTA

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES



Think back to your character from the
start of the session.

You are:

No. 1: A police officer

No. 2: A Londoner of Asian appearance

No. 3: The Mayor of London

No. 4: A family member of somebody killed on 7/7

No. 5: A commuter who travels on the London Underground to
work every day

How might human rights affect you?
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How do human rights affect me?

* Make a list: The human rights
that affect me and my life.

* Optional: Tell a real-life story that
relates to human rights.



